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Evesgbody knows roughly by hearsay, film, or schoolwork what ensued
in France frotathe events of 1789 and how liberal reforms turned into 2 ney
despotism. Somedegails to remember will find 2 place later (428-9>\The
fragility of the reform™emper in the figst phase is plain from the efxture of
the sentimental and the vickeqt, the brotherhood of all citizens#nd the hatred
toward the many types of “snspect.”

~ One man’s vicissitudes fllustralhe feverish moedd. The valiant friend of
America, Beaumarchais, was asked by theg ayorof Paris to supervise the dis-
manting of the now empty Bastille on théSsgee more renamed Place dela
Concorde. He went to work with hisdSual zest; byt by 1790 unaccountably
becaroe one of these suspects. Hewas vnocmwﬂ to iridhand by good luck was
spated prison: he would haye’Been killed there with thousinds of others two
years later. Duting his trial he had the pleasute of secing a revivahof his opera
Zarare, revised fot the€ oceasion. The hero had otiginally downed th&\oad king
and taken his pMCe with benevolent intent. Now, in an 2added scene, ohe sees
the pople-as hero crowding an altar dedicated to liberty. The tenor zndtse
: .mwm.@,nonwmﬂaﬂoﬁﬁ lyrics. Operas are easier to reform than nation-
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The Forgotten Troop

THERE ARE MANY REASONS why the words French Revolution, all by them-
selves, evoke at once recognition and appropriate images. The exact date
1789 may not be remembered everywhere as it is in France, but the upheaval
occurred “not so very long ago”; it was bloody in a dramatic, petsonal way.
Then it mesged with the epic story of Nzpoleon, stifl a celebrity.

Many of the issues raised in those 25 yeats temain a cause of partisan
debate, being sources of our political and social system.” The proposition that
simply by being born one has certain inkerent rights was the Idea of that rev-
olution. The germ of it, as we saw, iay in the Protestant Revolution, which
asserted the “Christian liberty” of everyone’s free and equal access to
God (<6). The germ was developed indirectly ‘by the Monarchical
Revolution, which lowered the prestige and power of the nobility and tended,
despite exceptions, toward making everybody alike subjects of the king

- within the nation-state. Next, the “Century of Light” launched doctrines,

political, social, and economic, that should have caused France to transform
its monarchy from so-called absolute to constitutional lke England and even
mote thoroughly: This purpose was widely understood by the population
{<423); it inspired the first moves of the Estates General convened at rmid-
year 1789, and it brought about the nobles’ stripping themselves of their priv-
ileges. It missed happening by a narrow margia. .

Instead of 2 rough time of steady change, there ensued a chzotic time of
regimes and violence lasting a quarter century. The first span, five years long,
may be divided into two parts. Duting the first three and a helf, an attemnpt
was made to liberalize the monarchy and modernize the country. In the next
one and a half, dictatorship cartied on terror at home and war abroad. Then
came an intetim of relative freedom—five years of successful war that
brought Bonaparte to the fore, and then a rerurn to dictation under hin as
consul and emperot for 2 decade and a balf, war unabating,

The men and ideas that produced this cascade of outcomes are many and
cannot be given individual notice here. But one condition of cultural import
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can be suggested. The men who came to lead factions or who gained power

kinds of ability: political skill and the administrative mind. Both are very rate,
either in combination ot separately. The former depends on sensing what can
be done, at what moment, and how to move others to want it. Anyone who
has served open-eyed o 2 committee knows how many “good ideas” are
proposed by well-meaning members that could not possibly be carried out,
because what is proposed consists only of resuits, with no means in sight for
getting from hete to there. After serving on 2 local government body,
Bernard Shaw guessed that pethaps 5 percent of mankind possess political
ability.

administration. To administer is to keep order in a situation that continually
teads toward disordet. In running any otganization, both people and things

. fpave to be kept straight from day to day. Otherwise, workabie ideas will zot

ﬂugmﬁ»mou. meohaODummcnnommpﬂwoﬁamnmpvnom.mﬂmmmamdommm mwm”mm
uch 25 to the art of command in-battle. _ :
Itis sometimes said that the example of the Americans—a free people—
fnfluenced the French revolutionists. Some of their words zbout the blessings
of liberty did at times include references to Ametican independence, but
pafortunately no wisdom radiated from the makers of the American
Constitution to those making one in France. Only in the war that overtook
the French did the American experience come into play in Europe. Lafayette,
—ﬁUa Grasse, Rochambean, Gnetsenau, and othets had fought in America and
een the imadequacy of the old-line tactics against the "sharpshooting
fimericans and Indians. Eutope adopted the flexible line of small columns
protected by mww,ﬂnwwﬂm. It needed much less drill, and with lighter artillery
ncreased mobdity and speed. [The book to read is Understanding War by Peter
Paret ] .
It is not surprising that the men who filled the three successive French
pssemblies wete ot well equipped for their demanding tasks. Many were
pmall-town lawyers like Robespietre, or members of other learned profes-
ions; some were artisans, or again small landowners or local officials. A num-
per may have been used to pokticking, but not to fashioning a constitution or
esolving great national issues under the pressure of emergencies. They were
certainfy articulate. They wrote and

is point don’t ask for more time to con-  Gelivered endiess speeches and debated

.

£IRABEAU, TO THE ASSEMBLY ON THE
mbMMﬂn INCOME TAX” PROPOSED BY-

IE:

ad infinitamn. The one statesman in
their midst, Mirabeau, vainly kept urg-
ing them to take action. What is left of
French revolutionary eloquence is

Gfave trouble never prants time.

(SePT. 26,1789)

for a time lacked mature political talent. To govern well requires two distinet.

But one can be a true politico and be at the same dme incapable of °

work. More than wlent, genius, is required to set up 2 national system of
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enormous in bulk and a model of all future campaign oratory—abstract, dif-
fuse strings of generalities aiming at applause for virtuous atttudes and vague
o details except when attacking tivals or denouncing “traitors.” Again, one
exception to verbosity: the lucid 2nd vigorous Dantos.

During the first two years of the new otder, Mirabeau might have led the
way to lasting refotrms and averted the series of legal and illegal changes that
amounted to coups d’état. He meant to turn the governtnent Into 4 constitu-
tional monarchy and be its leader. Unfortunately, his ptivate financial dealings

‘ _with the king made his arguments seem venal and his driving enetgy was an

offense. He foresaw the impending rhythm of nnawohm“m_onmﬁw politics: any
measure toward stability could be construed as treason to the forward march
ofliberty and equality. And when the threat of counter-revolution came from
foreign kings and princes, the sincerest revohutionists had to compete with
the demagogues. This is an historical generality.

Hence the maxzim that a revolution devours its children. But that is only
a high probability. It is petmissible to speculate that with Mirabeau alive and
2 king and queen endowed with an ounce of political sense, the Bosﬁnm%
could have survived. But again and again wrong choices were made. Tt was

.the king who declared war on Austriz: it was the king’s blunders, often at the

queen’s urging, that dethroned him; after which 2 new force came into play:
the societies, clubs, and “sections.”

The Jacobin Club is remembered for its name, which has come to be
used, especially in English, to denote rabble-rousing radicalism. In the revo-
lution the Jacobins were the best-organized party, with “cells” throughout the
nation.” The “sections” were the 48 new divisions of Patis, each beatng a
symbolic rame (of heroes such as William Tell) and ruled by 2 local assembly,
with committees and other members, everyone free to debate. The societies
wete independent groups promoting a self-appointed mission: An early one
was called the Fraternal Society of Both Sexes; another, the Society of Equals;
a third, founded by the acttess Claire Lacombe, was the earliest to argue fora
republic. These groups published newspapers, the most violeat and popular .
being Dr. Marat’s A du Pauple. This “friend of the people” called for 2 dic-
tator and acted as such toward his worshippers in alt groups, including Claire
Lacombe. .

What the textbooks call the Pads mob was thus an otganized and articu-
late mass of people, not united on every issue, yet enough of one mind to act
together at critical moments. The series of riots, revolts, and massacres that
bedeviled the lawmakers was their work. They seat delegations again aad
again to the assembly, lobbying or threatening. They were patdots, defenders
of truth and virtue, guardtans—no, “saviors” of the revolution,

This political force acquired the nickname of sans-culstteriz (434>). It was
made up of workmern, shopkeepers, teachers, artists, writets, minor civil ser-
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vants, with only a sprinkling of the well-to-do. “Lower middle class” does not,
sufficiently suggest theit intellectual pastimes, their desire for education (they
were not all literate), their pride of skill, their self-respect and earnestness.
They gathered for readings of Rousseau, Volney, and other masters, as well ds
to make speeches, sing songs, and enjoy moral recitations by young gitls—in’
short, to lead 2 life of the mind. -
Tt was, besides, a fraternity of activists. Whea the tocsin sounded from -
the steeple and the drums beat the ginérale, they marched out to do what the .
leaders—regular ward politicians—had decided. Some sections were more.
fiery than othets. Hence the lynchings and petty massacres that matked each ;
turn of events and created the “Days™ that history remembers. The principles
apheld in this way were few and consistent: sovereignty of the people, eqaal-
ity, and what was tecmed Fonerable medioerity. This last has no belirtling impli--
cation; it means 2 middling station in life—Roussean and Jeffersor’s ideal.
"{The former’s Sosial Contract was reissued 32 times in the 10 years after 1789,
not counting pocket editions.) This ideal easily lapses into anti-elitism: th
sans-culottes regarded dogs as atistocratic (because of hunting); true democrats.
must be content with cats. :
Out of this ferment came a vision with 2 future: the old idea of establish-
ing the good society through communism (<15). Tt was to be engineered bya
terrotist dictatorship. A couple of these theotists perished in the Terror (not”
theirs) that did take place. Another Cormaunist, aamed Gracchus Babeuf,
also went to the scaffold for attermnpting a coup based on his “Manifesto of
the Plebeians”’ But his friend Buonarotti, a descendant of Michelangelo’s,
survived and wrote a tract entitled “Babeuf’ Conspiracy for Equality” Its:
feachings were echoed and re-echoed by leaders of small revolutionist groups.
thioughout the 19C, notably the one led by Blanqui, from whom Lenin is said.
to have borrowed if not the goal the method. .

%

The direct legacy of the revolution was of course something quite othet:
than communism. That legacy was Nadonalism; and coupled with i
Liberalism in the sense of individual tights and representative governmen
The struggle to implant both of these throughout Burope, and the competi
tion between. the two, define the political history of the 19C. The liberal rev
olution had to forgo Liberalism because of war: the Terror was a by-product
of sceing “the fatherand in danger” The foreign enemy was at Verdun
anothet was at home——the royalist peasants of the Vendée. And the food et
sis was acute and permanent The Committee of Public Safety had to takg

" strong measures: fix prices and hunt down dissidents and black marketeets.
Robespietre, first among equals on that committee, had come a long'wa
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ina shorttime. As alocal judge in his native Arras, he had feltso upset at hav-

- ing to condemn 2 man to death that he resigned his post. In the first of the

>mmmﬂwmawu he promoted a bill to abolish capital punishment. He changed his
mind, but his concern for the poot and oppressed never lagged; price-fixin
protected the common man, as weil as helped to keep the troops wn@m&& Em
_mm. the first efficient police state. His agents in the country mﬁnnﬁmm. the
viaous purges, of “suspects™ and “traitors” and their wives and children. At
the front, other agents could temove field commanders, on mﬁ,ﬂow&om. ot
because 9&.‘ ordered a retreat. In Paris, the revolutionary Rw_ucb& was in per-
manent session and thanks to the diligent prosecutor Fouguier-Tinwille, in 17
months (as he boasted) some 2,000 heads rolled in the sawdust. ,

Mﬁ 00 tendency in culture, no sentiment—iet it be said again—is ever
unanimous, not even under extreme force. The word fotafitarian is acceptable
shorthand to mean what the 20C understands by it, but the reality is never total
In ﬂﬁ Hpnw.ﬁoom a stubbotn minotity opposed every step of the HméoEQOb.
&oﬁ womnrq expressed or concealed. Some outwardly conformed; others _...Enm
in F&..P.mu sheltered by people who were above suspicion, sincere revolutionists
but willing to harbor friends or relatives. The prominent had to flee, in waves,

as different opinions prevailed at the center or on the streets. Emygrés clustered -

east of the Rhine and plotted to retuen at the head of the armies they wete try-

. Sm to muster by m.mmm&bm with Austriz and Prussia. Of those at home some
- miraculously survived: when the Abbé Sieyés (<423) was asked in later years

.ﬁwﬁ he r.ma done during the Terros, he replied: “I lived”” A few found refuge
in &M United mMmﬁom. Others gave themselves away, weary of being hunted, or
weze denounced and seized tdumphantly, each on ize fi u

felt he had struck 2 blow for Liberty. ’ "rpsetonthecarcher whe

The roster of victims was distinguished. Lavoisier the chernist was guil-

lotined because he was refated to a former tax-gatherer; the learned and ded-

icated Charlotte Corday, because she had come from Normandy on purpose

E Mo MM& the fanatical Marat. André Chénier the poet, because of a defiant edi-
toral;

oy gum Roland, also an intellectual and known as the “Muse of the
strondists,” because that entire party was accused and sent to its doom. On

-the m.nmm.o&u she cried, “Oh Liberty, what crimes are comtmitted in thy name!”
.HQ.E and Marie-Antoinette, of course, and, killed by neglect or onrnn&m.a
-their two children, and with the queen, the beautiful Princess de hﬁﬁgco,
who had refused to leave her mistress; before and after these, many titled anw

~and women, because of their title, One marquise who could have saved her-
“self said:

Danton to Robespierre inclusive.

“No. Life is not worth a lie””; by the end, the chief party leaders from

The executions were punctuated by suiking incidents. The spectacle was

.vannu thaa a play, and the painter David was there, making pencil sketches.
.aqv.nn Mme Du Barry, Louis XV last mistress, found herself on the plat-
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form, she screamed, she howled, she had to be dragged and pushed. The
bloody-minded spectators were stunned. It dawned on them for the firsttime .
that 2 human being was about to be killed. All the others had beea ALiSTOS,
traitors, eneries of the people—abstract iterns in a category. .
But feat and hatred had been mounting and spreading among the mem-
bers of the assembly. They heard Robespierre preach the pure society that”
was to issue from a purified revolution, meaning one still further purged. Tn |
his policy of Public Safety they no longer saw their own. Two long days of )
stormy debate set off organized tumult in the streets. Robespierre and his
team were seized and outlawed, and after a furthet scuffle during which he
perhaps attempted suicide and fractured his jaw, another 22 patriots went the

way of their predecessors—in 2 tambgil to the Place de 1a Revolution. -
The relative ease and speed with which the coup d’état was accomplished
shows the weakness of the strongest political leadership when it is fresh tisen
from rebellion: it took much longer to dethrone Louis XVI than to getdd of
Robespierre. [For 2 reminder of the events and fates of the participants, read .
The French Revoluton by Chatles Downer Hazen. It is so vivid a natrative that
| its two volumes seem shortet than many a treatment in one. For a more riod-
ern view: The French Revolution by Albert Goodwin. Catlyle’s, in his special:
idiom, is pictaresque and also important as the first account in English that’
was sympathetic without being partisaz. Finally, the monumental Cirigens, by
Simon Schama, is a chronicle tich in fresh and evocative details.] ,_

satisfaction that he says s
| pread throughout Germany, In nglan .
y. In E d the parlia-
. “MWM»WMMMH me.mmm James Fox declared the fall of the Bastilie the wnﬂwﬁwﬂ
ever happened: the British ambassador j is |
lution “the greatest in histo, i i the o, ooy e -
1y, achieved with the least bl z i
England who for a dozen ve o P
. ats had i
crtn i Feamen o ﬁwwh i bac wasted to reform Parliament counted on
mnnﬁw MMWMOHM a mpwqoﬂnmﬁ that resembles the sanc-cuioszerse, but more intel
fee CTer 1atormed, developed in England u iti -
N 5 ogland, fed by the writngs of
mMM.MmeM MMWSFWM&%& ,&M Corresponding Societies” that Burke E4ﬂmmm?wom
. < split among the poets and critics of i
side, the “tutacoats” Wotdsworth i ey e on one
| 2 . » Coleridge, and Southey, who joined *
. MMMMQ mMm Hamannouzh and on the other, the persecuted Imw:% M&MLWMH. MMM
o MD& mmvmomv. They were .Hn.ﬁ_nm for wanting a “bloodbath” mn,gnr
o Humn c@u atwas m.&”. m..on.u thetr intention. English popular sentiment was
for: QMWMHMOS of political rights through parliamentary reform, not for a
goverament. Burns’s poem on the theme Sa.
A : a man’s 2 man for a’
that onvo.ww the 17C moderate Pusitans’ demand for fair pla MH s
.Hmmmnnn 1t does not aim at leveling or communism P and socal
s MMMBMM the mn?.&nﬁ oun.nnmm had not lasted meany months; each logicat
orac Qwonmmmogmmg%m mbwnmnMMm individuals ot groups. But the tributes received
es think that they were legislating for the uni i
HM& ﬁﬂoﬁ wotld from ignotance and tyranoy. The nWﬁmOH&NNbMMMHMMW Wmm Mwm
¢ long run the revolution did im; its [
p rolutior pose its dea on the world—the Right
mm &H,Wﬂnm WMM%MWM&MM Eﬂo&ﬁﬂgmh tights”” The doctrine did not %HHM Ew
ttorts alone, and it stilf has much terr ;
but Wmﬁﬁ@o today men and women cry out and die mOMHMﬁoQ o conaes ’
g M. noMuMan of these tights of men always seem clear to those in the
g MommMm H]\muw MMM 45%% Emw atrangements made for their application
T Wrote the first constitution found that they o :
v | & ould
give the vote to all: ignorant and illiterate men without property nMcE uoﬂDMM
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* *

This summary tecital should not leave the thought that the revolution did
nothing that lasted. It did a great deal—in some ways too much beyond the:
osiginal purpose of reforming an entire government. It was driven to this:
excess by its Idea, the faith of the Encyelgpédie in universal reason, and by th
unanimous enthusiasm with which the feelings embodied in the Declaration

of the Rights of Man and Citizen were applanded at home and abroad. Young
_ _ and old in all occupations, and intellec

Vhef) France in wrath hes giant labs tuals especially, exulted in the news of
wdceared ) ‘ French EMANCIPATION from ér»qﬁm
Em,. ith that oath which sounds ais, earth, taken to be centuries of servitude. In
pﬁmg Wordsworth’s tecollection, it was 'z
tamiped her strong foot and said she would heavenly feeling (<8; 43). The Germ
philosopher Kant viewed it as “the

by free,

Jear|witness for me, how I hoped and enthropement of reason in public
fepred. affairs”” Others sang and danced.
«CAf ERIDGE’S MEMORY OF 1789 IN Goethe, who was by then 40, m_

“FRaNCE: AN ODE” (1798) not weep with joy but shared the genetal

, by, .mnmnnn had Bwnboom suffrage. To wotk the new scheme. th 32
WHMHMMM were m@o_awom.ﬂo make French men and women out of uwnmwobm
ﬁ.wmh 5 nw anub Mhnﬂ NwMM%MMM.nMNn M new anm.nwm brothers their pays natal Bnmm
nd ¢ shapes. At first the shapes wi b
with other squares inside them. But “nature” lek 2o 83 copans
: QMI WEMMME and named in keeping with mmomnmmeMpMMmHMwm Aepscmens
e MﬁE to make all Eﬁmm new, coupled with financial woes, inspired
now be calied nationalizing the church. Its vast holdi
eclared state property 2nd used as backing for paper money. m%oﬂww
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Jand-hungry peasants {and speculators), they would produce the cash to
redeem the notes. Bishops and priests, after taking a loyalty oath, were put on.
salary like civil servants, aftet being elected by 2 vote of the parish and dio-
cese. Soon the too convenient issue of notes outran the proceeds of the land
sales and inflation ensued, while the assault on the church alienated 2 latge :
part of the people. SECULARISM progressed but at the cost of creating “Two
Frances” (<297; 630>). . , .
, These drawbacks did not halt other reforms. A system of national edu-
cation was set up—on paper only, for lack of fands. The old and vagable
measures of length, weight, and volume wete unified “scientifically” The
new system, now in global use, used as its central unit the meter, from the
Greek for measure, It was the length of the earth’s meridian or great citcle
divided by 40 million. Weight and volume were defined by corresponding
tneasures of water of length. They increased or decreased in decimals instead
of by thirds, quarters, or twelfths as formerly, and so did the unit of money,
the franc. The names for ail units were neo-classical. ,
 The friendly figure 10 was ‘used again in the “revolutionary calendar’™
months of 30 days, divided into three “decades™ (the word means 10 days, not
vears), the last day of each being a day of rest. Five days more were needed at
the énd of the year to make 365 and these too weze holidays. They were soon
nicknamed “the sans-culottides” The new vocables for the 30-day months
invoked nature (Floréal, Prairial) or suggested seasonal fact by their Greek -
roots: Thermidor = the “gift of heat” that comes from mid-July to mid-Augist
The arts received no less attention than science. The existing academies .-
for literature, for painting and sculptute, music (and separately, the opeza),
weré recast into the five specialized units stll extant. The royal libtary was -
reotgairized 23 the Bibliothéque Nationale, and a new establishment, the
Consetvatoire, was founded to train musicians of all kinds at public expense.
Tt has proved a model school, abundantly fruitful. This last concern of the
revolationists was linked to theis use of festivals to create mass enthusiasm—.’
or perhaps one should rather say to express it, because the pride, hope, and
joy excited by thé-various “Days” when some coup took place aroused col-
lective feelings never before experienced in the towas of France and needing
an outlet. _
These festivals were for speeches, pageantry, worship, and music. David
ot one of his studio designed the decot, including giant allegorical statues .
(made of temporary matedal), and he organized the event. Meanwhile, some
member of the gifted “Patis school” (461>)—Grétry, Gossec, Méhul,
Monsigny-—composed songs, matches, and secular hymns. These were of
equal importance. From the first outbreak, people had sung rebellicus of
jubilant words to populax tunes or had made up new ones. Latet, something
had to be done to fill 2n emotional void by offering occasions for religious

-~
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feeling in secular guise, 2 surswm corda—elevate your hearts to an accompani-
ment of lofty music and ritual. Bred on Deism (<360), the revolutionists
tended toward godlessness and at one point thought of ?@Bouﬁm a Cult of
w&m.mo? with a visible goddess in the shape of a personable actress m..nmbEuw
attired. But Reason did not last long. Under the austere Robespietre it was
found that atheism is “the uxury of aristocrats,” and a “Worship of the
Supreme Being”” was installed. It could have, of course, no human embodi-
Mwwnr but it kindled more feeling than the philosophes’ nod to an abstract
eity.

What part of this worship was inspired by Freemasonry it is hard to
say. What is clear is that this fraternal society flourished during the
m.b:m_uﬂnngonﬁ and created a swong bond among thinkers and politicians
alike. Freemasons were a particular kind of Deist, fond of rtual and of myths
that they took for history. They revered the Great Architect of the cosmos
and followed practices they believed inherited from builders—masons—as
far vwnw as Egypt. Haydn and Mozart were Masons who composed great
music for theit order. Many of the American Founding Fathers wete
Freemasons and as mentioned eardier, the curzent dollar bill still bears the
symbol of the pyramid, earliest and hugest of masonic feats.

In truth, the guild of masons dates back only to the Middle Ages and its
emergence as a fraternal order with a political cast and open to all Deists has
been assigned to a lodge founded in England in the eatly 18C. From thete it
spread rapidly over Europe and made recruits of leaders in all fields of
&ommrﬂ and action. On this account some histotians have attributed the rev-
oEnom. in France and later upheavals to the Freemasons acting as a body of
conspirators.” More likely, the connection works in reverse: men who broke
away from the church and who fought for 2 republic would join the order. It
offered a substitute religion that was secular and a politics that was liberal.

The curious blend of politics, nation worship, and music signaled the cel-

‘ebration of Bastille Day, on July 14, 1792. The provincial cities sent large del-

egations of National Guatds to that festival, despite prohibition from the
central govetnment, and the capital was crowded with roistering chatacters at
amoment when news from the front was bad. One such group, the 600 from
Marseille, had marched 27 days, singing revolutionaty songs to make the time
pass more quickly. One of these songs, the newest, had come by the

grapevine from Strasboutg, where a young lieutenant, Rouget de Lisle, had
- composed words and music to cheer “The Army of the Rhine” The rousing

tune, roared again in Paris by the 600, made it a national anthem 2nd gave it

. the name of “Marseillaise”—a lucky escape from “Strasbourgeoise.”

Manners during revolutions change automatically, as we have seen. In
1789 the temper that produced the motto Liberty, Equality, Fraternity

: .,.&Honﬁnm such changes, more and more emphatically as time went on. Titles
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wete abolished, Z vanished from signatures and salutations; everybody was
known ot greeted as Citizen So-and-so (forérunner of Comiade in another
revolution and century) and # and #i instead of vous was politically correct.
Louis XV was ttied as Citizen Capet, the'name of the founder of the line 800 %
years earlier. - . ‘

Men’s clothes started on theit democratic simplificadon. Though not
altogether colorless, they became subdued and gradually dropped such frills -
as 'wigs, powder in the hair, ribboas, knee breeches (hence sans culoties), garters
and silk stockings, silver buckles on shoes, and felt hats. Instead: the czrmag:
nole, the blue smock, which gave its name to-the tevolutionary song and
dance, and the red cap, aeo-classically derived from the “Phrygian bonnet” of
the emancipated slaves in antiquity. Robespicrre, fond of neatness in all
things, kept to 4 modest version of ‘the formet fashion, but it was safest to
look as much as possible like 2 workman. That is how trousers made their
entry as the garment for males, now almost a global uniform, adopted when
so desired by women in the West. The show of legs that served the vanity of
Louis XIV and his courtiers bas been reassigned to the more fragkly exhibi-
tionist sex. :

E3

* *

Meanwhile, from late 1792 onward, war was being fought in two dicec- :
tions. For in addition to tepelling the German force that had slowly got undet;
way, the revolt in northwest France proved stbborn and menacing. The -
peasants of Brittany and the Vendée were devout Catholics and royalists and
ably led by their noble Jords and peasant tacticians. They were crushed atJast,
and the armies in the eastwon eatly victories. Asin 17C England, the side agi-
mated by a faith triumphed over seasoned professionals. Not did the French
armies lack well-trained officers from the royal service—Bonaparte was one:
of those. In: addition, youngstets in their early twenties, such as Hoche and.
Marceau, or their eardy thirties, such as Jourdan and Kléber (445>) tose:
quickly to commznd and showed brilliant generalship.

Behind them, close to Robespierre, was Carnot, the adinistratot-pat -
excellence, soon called “The Organizer of Victory.”” He raised 750,000 mer,’

supplied them, kept up the production of all necessaties, used the visual tele:

graph to transmit bis orders and balloons for reconnaissance, and by staying

aloof from the mutderous politics of the assembly and its committees, suf:

vived. His son, a physicist, and grandson, a president of the Thitd Republi

kept his name conspicuous in French minds, especially as the last was assas

‘sinated (695>). But the founder of the line deserves fame on a par with that
of his political colleagues. The task facing him was heroic, because the 14

_armies of the revolution were in fact the nation-in-arms, the first pexfo
= -

-
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mance of the kind. Known as a levy en
masse, it has been the model for the
main wars of the 20C.

Commeon usage makes nation and
people synonymous, but they do mot
abways point to the same entity. A further
distinction may be made by calling the

From now until the enemy has been harried
out of the land, all young men will fight.
Married men will forge arms and cart sup-
plies, wornen will make tents and help in hos-
pitals. Nobody will hire substitutes. Civil ses-
vamts will remain at their posts. Male citizens
aged 18 to 25 who are single and childless will

old regime a nation-state—a state that march first. ,
governs its people af #f i were a nation 4 XCT OF AUGUST 23, 1793, DRAFTED
BY CARNOT

centralized, ruling according to laws,
striving for regularity and uniformity
over a wide territory. Tocqueville in his study of the old regime shows how
closely the structure of France after the revolution resembiles that of the old
monarchy. But as'we saw, inherited divisions and poor communications ctip-
H.mn.m the old ordet. The very names of the provinces kept the people from
vn_bm one pation. It takes 2 national war to weld the parts together by giving
E&ﬂmﬁﬁm and groups memoti¢s of a struggle in common. Needless to 2dd
bm.ﬂObmb.‘.ﬁ can arise only when 2 nation in this full sense has come into vﬂnmw
The armies of the revolution and those of Napoleon Bonaparte cartied the
-contagious germ of the nation and its 4 to the rest of Burope, not solely by
owmﬁmﬁ but also by forcing the peoples to resist the invader and giving them
a w__b.%mn. of that extraotrdinary conception, Equality.

.Hm .pﬂmﬁﬂn\mn equality is 2 simple idea; once grasped, never unsure. In
society it is complex and elusive. Thinkets who argue from the state of nature

find it easy to say that all are botn free and equal (<362); but that is only

_unnmﬁn.ﬁ that imagined state thete are no standards to measure people by
and at birth no talents to compare. The equality of seuls in the sight of God
muao depends on a judgment to which we have no access. From these zbstrac-
tions, the mind moves next to equality in rights, implying “equality before the
law” m.wh is, the same procedures for like cases. ‘These can be made visible up
to a point. Beyond it come human decisions—as by 2 jury and a sentencing
judge, where equality is again untestable. '

. At the third level—equality in social life, business, and politics—the prio-
cple is both in force and missing. There are so many facets to the human will
and the civilized wotld that 25 many
good minds have argued for as against
the truth, the worth, and the measning
of equality. It was for equality of
opportunity that the French revolu-

The idea that men ate created free and equal
is both true and misleading: men ate created
different; they lose their social freedom and
their individual autonomy in seeking to

tionists decreed public instruction. But  become like each other.
does schooling provide it? The answer  ._Davip Rmesman, THE LoNELY (ROWD
at once shifts to the queston of indi- {1950) _




{ that equality is 2 social assumption independent of fact. Itis made for the sake
{ of civil peace, of approzimating justice, and of bolstering self-respect. It pre-
| vents servility, lessens arrogant oppression, and reduces envy—ijust 2 little.

{ mean equal wages foz all, but these have been rarely argued for.

‘But Jooking at the joint list Sng notices that it is alpacSt entirely political and
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vidual ability: “human beiags are nor equal: see the test scores.” To which the
rejoinder is that schoolwork is only one measure and a vague one. There fol-
Jows a list of great figures who wete dunces in class. Besides, consider the llit-

Churchill or Einstein? Finally, if merit is measured by ability and it gives
unequal results, is it iniquitous? The sans-culottes discovered this and their rad-
ical wing demanded “equality of enjoyments” (jouissances). Today the com-
plaint is that the meritocracy forms an elite; it is aristoctacy under another
name; social justice demands equality of conditions. Logically, this should

So difficult is it to define equality and nail down its conditioss thatin dic-
tatorships where it is proclaimed and enforced in dozens of ways, the nceds

teeth of the evidence, that all sovereign nations are equal.
There is but one conclusion: human beings are unmeasurable. It follows

Equality begins at home, where membess of the family enjoy the same pvi-
leges and guests receive equal hospitality without taking a test or showing
credentials. Business, government, and the professions assume equality fot
identical reasons: all junior clerks, all second lieutenants, earn so much. In other
sitiations, as in sports and the rearing of children, equivalence based on age,
weight, handicap, or other standard, is computed so 25 to equalize chances.
That is as far as the principle can stretch. -
E
* *

~

The chief actors in the first act of the great French drama are identified

its prominent figures; Pitt, Nelson, Bonaparte, Wellingtog, ~Fzlleyrand,
Metternich, have kept thejr names in the books and in ceffimon refetence.

silitary. The men of action have Wved up the geflective memory and deprived
of renown a group of equally remarkabi€ mnds. This forgotten troop num-

would teke long and titelgasefforts to inoculate the piblic mind with their
names and deeds; the #8ht web of culture resists insertions and Tasg does not
favor the squeezedin look.

erate guide in the Canadian woods: is he not in his domain the superior of

of government and daily Life re-introduce distinctions; as Philip Guedalia
{ observed early in the Soviet regime, “some are more equal than others.”” The
| patadox reminds us that international law has no option but to assume, in the

_ Ewven before the revolution, hospifa

as soon 2s pamed. The same is true as one moves to the next decadeand™

bers writers, artists, philosophessy§cholars, physitiaqg, and men of science. It ,

This is petto say that these noteworthy talents wete hidden in their own ™

-
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thge or have been neglected by widely read biographers. What m.ﬁ% have

midged is not praise but jts routine repetition, which is fame. Among the peg-
the glamour of the soldiet or war minister outshines every other mérit.
dingly, no description of other specimens in a few pages can HQ_NAo the
Nimpression. All that can be done is to give hiats to the inquisjfive by a
rapid who’s who with its usual few derails. Other books, not hard tg find, will
supply fhcts with which to satisfy cudosity and confirm the pgesence of 2
galaxy wogth getting to know It will also serve to date back crtain cultural
advances t& their true beginnings. .

Pethaps\the most surprising discovery to be made is E\ of the men who
in the quarter'century 17901815 started medicine on its efpetimental career.
Their main achievements were in physiology. Bichat, Magendie, Chaussiez,
Leclerc, Dupuytten, H\mmmbowwu, and half 2 dozen others ghade rapid progress in
both the normal knd pathological workings of the human body. The new
chemistry, the use ‘of trial and error, and the new practice of taking notes
throughout the coutge of a disease combined wigh 2 team spitit to produce
lasting results. Dupuyyten’s name, linked today with the “contracture” of the
palm of the hand, was ¥or a long time associatgd with 2 salve for syphilis that
enjoyed great popularityp\But it is for his exp ental work on the role of the
brain and the nerves in the functioning of other osgans that he deserves
notice. He too was a teenaget, beginning Wi studies at sizteen and becoming
a prosector two years later.\His second career s 2 brilliant army surgeon
poiats to one of the impulsidas that forwarded medical discoveries. [The
book to read is Srenve and Medixine in/ France 1790-1855 by John E. Lesch.’]
in France and elsewhere were being
rurned from indiscdminate refugls for the poor and the sick to establish-
ments run on system for the stagdy 2yd cure of diseases. Nursing had become
a lay profession and the compl ity of the new physiology encouraged physi-
cians to specialize. In the sathe rationi] spirit, the insane asylum was trans-
formed from a prison for the hopeless tp 2 place for stady and cure. In this
ceform Pinel was the leader who may bé\called the first psychiatrist.” One
should also give his due/to Lagnnec, who ityented the stethoscope and Jaid
down the bases of chegt medicine. .
The English phyfician to note and remembyy is

Thomas Beddoes

He was fhe father of the poet Thomas Lovell Beddpes, also a physician,
and both ¢f them original minds and strong characters. The elder startled his
coll s and patients by his farsighted innovations. Amo those he treated
in Cifion near Bristol were Wordsworth, Coleridge, Southey. Dr.
Beddoes was interested in scrofula, the swellings of the lymgh glands that




