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PERIOD______________________
QUESTIONS FOR KOLCHIN’S AMERICAN SLAVERY

Kolchin Section IV

1. Did Christianity keep slaves down or boost their spirits and prompt them to rebel?  Explain.

2. According to Kolchin how did religion “temporarily subvert consciousness of class & race”?

Kolchin Section V

3. Why is the term “slave community” problematic?

4. What were some limitations to slave autonomy and communality?

5. Kolchin states, “…slaves did not really form communities in the sense that peasants did.”  Explain the evidence he provides to support this statement.  How did peasant communities in other countries differ from slave “communities”?

6. In what ways did slave folktales illustrate a degree of autonomy for slaves, yet also offer hints about slaves’ mentality?

Kolchin Section VI

7. What were some reasons that it was so difficult for slaves to rebel?

8. What implications did silent sabotage have for slaves and their masters?

9. Describe some of the experiences that could be expected by runaways.  Indicate how many slaves made it to the North per year.  How did those who stayed hidden in the South survive and why were they often captured?

Kolchin Section VII & VIII

10. According to Kolchin, why was collective protest by slaves less possible than small scale resistance?  How was cooperative resistance curtailed moreso than in peasant communities if Russia?

11. What types of responses could slaves expect after engaging in direct confrontation with white masters?

