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RECONSTRUCTION
1863-1877

uring the furbulent years of Reconstruction, the character of {reedom
for former slaves was the subject of intense debate within the South and

repeatedly declared. White vigilantes resorted to murder, lynching, and other acts
of brutality to force blacks to limit their horizons. In the end, most Northern white
Republicans concluded that once former slaves had the vote, the South — not the

North or the federal goverrunent — should determine how best to define freedom
and preserve order.

DocUuMENT 16-1
Black Codes Enacted in the South

After the Civil War, the legal status of former slaves was defined by state legisintures
throughout the South. In the months following General Robert E. Leg's surrender at Ap-
pomattox, white legislators devised lmws to regulate and control former slaves. Known as
black codes, these laws defined freedom for African Americans in terms that resembled

slavery in many respects, as revealed in the following provisions of the Mississippi Black
Code, enacted in November 1865.

Mississippi Black Code, November 1865

AN ACT to confer Civil Rights on Freedmen, 2nd for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi. That all freedmen,
free negroes and mulattoes rmay sue and be sued, . .. in all the courts of law and
equity of this State, and may acquire personal property . .. by descent or pur-
chase, and may dispose of the same, in the same manner . . . that white persons

W.L. Fleming, ed,, Laws of Mississtppi Documentary History of Recomsiruction, 2 vols,

(Cleveland: A. H. Clark, 1865), 281-90.
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may: Provided that the provisions of this section shall not be so construed as to
allow any freedman, free negro or mulatto, to rent or lease any lands or tene-
ments, except in incorporated towns or cities in which places the corporate au-
thorities shall control the same. . . .

That all freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes may intermarry with each
other. . . . That all freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes, who do now and have
heretofore lived and cohabited together as husband and wife shall be taken and
held in law as legally married, and the issue shall be taken and held as legitimate
for all purposes. That it shall not be lawful for any freedman, free negro or mu-
latto to inter-marry with any white persen; not for any white person to inter-
marry with any freedman, free negro or mulatto; and any person who shall so
intermarry shall be deemed guilty of felony, and on comviction thereof, shall be
confined in the State penitenilary for life. . .. :

That . . . freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes are now by law competent
witnesses . . in civil cases . . . and they shall also be competent witnesses in all
criminal prosecutions where the crime charged is alleged to have been commutted
by a white person upon or against the person or property of a freediman, free ne-
gro or mulatto. . ..

That every freedmar, free negro and mulatto, shall, on the second Monday
of January, cne thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and annually thereafter,
have a lawful home or employment, and shall have written evidence thereof; as
follows, to wit: if living in any incorporated city, town or village, a kicense from
the mayor thereof; and if living cutside of any incorporated «ity, town or village,
from the member of the board of police of his beat, authorizing him or her to do
irregular and job work, or a written confract . . . which licenses may be revoked
for cause, at any time, by the authority granting the same. . ..

That al] contracts for labor made with freedmen, {ree negroes and mulatfoes,
for a longer period than one menth shall be in writing and in duplicate, attested
and read to said freedman, free negro or mulatto, by a beat, city or county officer,
or two disinterested white persons of the county in which the labor is to be per-
formed . . . and if the laborer shall quit the service of the employer, before expira-
tiom of his texm of service, without good cause, he shall forfeit his wages for that
year, up to the time of quitting. . . .

That every civil officer shall, and every person may arrest and carry back te
his or her legal employer any freedman, free negro or mulatto, who shall have
quit the service of his or her employer before the expiration of his or her term of
service without good cause, and said officer and person, shall be entitied to re-
ceive for arresting and carrying back every deserting employee aforesaid, the
sum of five dollars, and ten cents per mile from the place of arrest to the place of

delivery, {to] be paid by the employer. . ..

AN [AJCT to regulate the relation of Master and Apprentice, as related to
Freedmen, Free Negroes, and Mulattoes.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi:

That it shall be the duty of all sheriffs, justices of the peace, and other civil
officers of the several counties in this State, to report to the probate courts of theiz
respective counties, serni-annually, at the January and Tuly terms of said courts,
all freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes, under the age of eighteen, within their
res: s counties, beats or districts, who are orphans, or whose parent ¢

. of the provisions of this act, to pay
 the duty of the sheriff
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parents have not the means, or who refuse
ﬂon\, and thereupon it shall be the duty
of said court to apprentice said minors ¢
on such terms as the court may direct

said minors shall have the preference. . .. ,

That the said
cee court shall requj i .
bond and sec equire the said master or mistress to execute
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. f sickness;
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o mm e HMManH Mom.mma and write, if under fifteen years old. .. Huaohwwm ﬂmrwm
shall be bound by indenture, in case of males until m._mw are

twenty-on ]
gmw ° :M MMM% old, and in case of females unti they are eighteen years old
ress shogl e Bﬁmmmﬁmﬂﬁ_ and control of said apprentices, said master or 55
power to inflict such moderate corporeal chastisement as a father

or o oo
WMMMHW MM Mwwos.ma to inflict on his or her child or ward at common law
i Y ¢ mwumnﬂnm shall Hmmqm,ﬁrm employment of his or her Hmm..ﬁ.mu or
e oaid m@ﬁumhnnmw mmw %Mﬁ..mmﬂﬂ mma master or mistress may pursue and re-
NS — Tty \# Mw Eﬂﬂm hirn or her vmmonm any justice of the peace of
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et o e e o7 e mmmamﬂ mwm mAW Mmﬁ.ﬁ of 2 ﬂmmﬂ.ym& on the part of said appren-
o ] € shail commit said apprentice to the ail of said

That if any person entice away
tress, or shall know
clothing

to provide for and support said mi-
of said probate court, to order the clerk
© some competent and suitable person,
.. Provided, that the former owner of

e any apprentice from his or her master or mis-
ithons angly en ploy an apprentice, or furnish him or her food or
el or Cive sai e v n nobmmﬁwn .om his or her master or mistress, or shall
endig o w%wmmw MMm mwmmbﬁ spirits, Sﬁﬁoﬁ such consent, said person so
o thomt fagi dec guiity of a high misdemeanor, and shall, on convic-

€ the county court, be punished as provided for the punish-
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AN ACT to amend the Va
: grant Law,
Be it further enacted, wS of the State.

That all fre
cighten ons MM“MMH mﬂmw negroes and mulattoes in this State, over the age of
A mEWH0<BmﬂﬁM m.m mwnonn_ Monday in January, 1866, or thereafter, with
opsther st ¥ tusiness, or found unlawfully assembling themselves
o] on e the mwww Emrﬂ.ﬂgw and all white persons so assembling Sxm
woman, fams of qua :wd or living in adultery or fornication with a freed-
thereof, shall be mnmaowsﬂ”w MMM.H Mwwmﬁ‘wmm&mmﬂﬂmg .dmﬁwﬂmdﬁ? e meomcton
_— ; eecing, i the case of a free
ﬁﬁmobm M MMMM&HW MMN dollars, and a white man two hundred Qo:mﬂmmwm MMMW
e wrhte e dise on .om z._,m court, the free negro not exceeding ten m_

, xceeding six months. | . & e ne
That . . . in case any freedman,

after the imposition of any fine or free negro or mulatto, shall fail for five days

ommmwﬁwm upon .EE or her for violation of any
s the same, that it shall be, and is hereby made
€ proper county to hire out said freedman, free

oz mulatto, to any person , free ne
- : who will, for the sh : £I0
fine ; , e shortest period of servi i
or forfeiture and all costs: Provided, a wammmumﬂnw shall t HSQM pay suid
1+0 the em-



ployer, i A o i1 which case the empicyer shall be entitled to deduct and
retain the ai it s0 paid from the wages of such freedman, free negro or mu-
latte, then due or to become due. . . .

AN ACT to punish certain offences. . . .

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi:

That no freedmarn, free negre or mulatto . . . shall keep or carry fire-arms of
any kind, or any ammunition, dirk or bowie knife, and on conviction thereof, in
the county court, shall be punished by fine, not exceeding ten dollars, and pay
the costs of such proceedings, and all such arms or ammunition shall be forfeited
to the informer, and it shall be the duty of every civil and military officer o arrest
any freedman, free negroe or mulatic found with any such arms or ammunition,
and cause himn or her to be committed for trial in default of bail. . . .

That any freedman, free negro or mulatto, comumitting riots, routs, affrays, tres-
passes, malicious mischief, crzel treatment of animals, seditious speeches, insulting
gestures, language or acts, or assaults on any persor, disturbances of the peace,
exercising the function of a minister of the Gospel, without a license from some
regularly organized church, vending spiritucus or intoxicating liquors, or commit-
ting any other misdemeanor . . . shall, upon conviction thereof, in the courdy court,
be fined, not less than ten dollars, and not more than one hundred dollars, and may
be imprisoned, at the discretion of the court, not exceeding thirty days. . . .

That if axny white person shall sell, lend or give to any freedman, free negro or
mulatte, any firearms, dirk or bowie-knife, or ammunition, or any spirituous or in-
toxicating liquors, such person or persons so offending, upen conviction thereof, in
the county court of his or her county, shall be fined, not exceeding fifty dollars, and
may be imprisoned, at the discretion of the court, not exceeding thirty days. . . .

That all the penal and crimninal laws now in force in this State, defining of-
ferices and prescribing the mode of punishment for crimes and misdemeanors
committed by slaves, {ree negroes or mulattoes, be and the same are hereby re-
enacted, and declared to be in full force and effect, against freedmen, free negroes
and mulatioes, except so far as the mode and manner of trial and punishment
have been changed or altered by law. . ..

That if any freedmman, free negro or mulatto, convicted of any of the misde-
meanors provided against in this act, shall fail or refuse, for the space of five days
after conviction, to pay the fine and costs imposed, such person shall be hired out

" by the sheriff or other officer, at public outery, to any white person who will pay
said fine and all costs, and take such convict for the shortest fime.

QUESTIONS FOR READING AND DISCUSSION

1. What civil rights, if any, did these laws confer on freed black men and women?

2. Why did the laws repeatedly refer to “freedmen, free negroes and rrulattoes”?

3. Inwhat ways did these laws limit the freedom of African Americans in Missis-
sippi? Were these laws different from the laws governing siaves? If so, how
and why? :

4. Did former masters exercise any control over their former slaves? To what ex-
tent did these laws limit the freedom of white Mississippians?

5. What do these laws suggest about white Southerners’ anxieties and fears
regarding the end of slavery? In what ways did the laws envision postemanci-
pation society differing from antebellum slavery?
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be tharkfully receiveq by his wife.
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. | DocuMenT 16-2
Former Slaves Seek to Reunite Their Families

With frsedom ; te fami :
fr , Jormer slaves tried o reunite families slavery hitd separated. Some freed

people irdgeled far and wide searchi ] 7
: ng for kinfolk. mem«mahunm&mm for help from the

iterate friends to write letigrs of mGuiry. But hundreds

, _n . . o
Jamily members, The advertisements below o e mmﬁzw&? ey los

fama : : 0w appeared jn the Christian, Record

vwwm@mw.\mznwﬁwﬁnﬁ of the African Methodist Episcopal Church in Hurmnammuxmww HMM Mmm
: gumpseof the scars of slavery and the meanings of freed ;
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Advertisement rowm the ﬂwﬁmmmb Recorder, 1865-1870

INFORMATION WANTED January 25, 1865

\ wmn.ow Brown wishes to find hit sister and friends
W\H Msw ﬂm.ﬁ Mmem ago. He belo mm.m to George Fisher o\m
H.m - . . ’
N vpmnp.m owm EMWH Louisa, 'R0 was sold with him into Louisiana has been
Moses op o MMmZm gw %Mw %Hmm.m ildren, named respectively Peter Isaac, and
ses. eans; andyis anxi y er siste
mained. nomen e Ot o mw x10us to hear of them. Another sister re-

: renir,"\whose h
His uncles were Ri chard and Jacot, usband was named Paul Peterson
¥

b.HQ person knowing any thin
undersigned, who is their young b
In the jail, at Smﬁnrmmdmm, Va., by
separated by slavery, / :

.a«

from whorm he was sold
Hardy County, Va,, near

Respectfully,
Jacob Brown,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

INFORMATION WANTED

Informatipn is wanted of Cayrel Robinson, w

July 29, 1865

Mrs. Fannie Robinson
Care of P C. Cooper

Box 1129
Davenport, Iowa

Christion Recorder, 1865-1870.
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DocuMENT 16-5

A Northern Republican’s
Report on Reconstruction

By 1875, many Republican leaders in the North concluded that Reconstruction hod done
enough for former slaves. Concerned about the political consequerces throughout the na-
tion of federal support for Southern, mostly black, Republicans, they decided that the best
way to achieve order and stability in the South, as well as in the North, was to permit
kome rule in the former slave states. The disillusionment of mamy Northern Republicans
about Reconstruction and the conviction that Southern blacks hed to defend themselves
with their own meager resources were lustrated tn the observations — excerpted here —
of Charles Nordhoff, a Northern journalist, who spent five months traveling across the
South in 1875.

Charles Notrdhoff
The Cotton States, 1875

To make clear my point of view, it is proper to say that I am a Republican,
and have never voted any other Federal ticket than the Republican; I have been
opposed to slavery as long as I have had an opinion on any subject . . . ; and I am
athorough believer in the capacity of the people to rule themselves, even if they
are very ignorant, better than any body else can rule thermn.

The foliowing, ther, are the conclusions I draw from my observations in the
Cotton States:

There is not, in any of the States of which I speak, any desire for a new war;
any hostility to the Union; any even remote wish to re-enslave the blacks; any
hope or expectation of repealing any constitutional amendment, or in any way
curtailing the rights of the blacks as citizens. The former slave-holders under-
stand perfectly that the blacks can not be re-enslaved. . ..

That the Southern whites should rejcice over their defeat, now, is impossible.
That their grandchildren will, I hope and believe. What we have a right to re-
quire is, that they shall accept the situation; and that they do. What they have a

right to ask of us is, that we shall give them a fair chance under the new order of
things; and that we have so far too greatly failed to do. . ..

The Southern Republicans seem to me unfair and unreasonable in another
way. They complain constantly that the Southern whites still admire and are faith-
ful to their own leaders; and that they like to talk about the bravery of the South
during the war, and about the great qualities of their leading men. There seems to
me something childish, and even cowardly, in this complaint. . . .

In all the States I have seen, the Republican reconstructors did shamefully
rcb the people. In several of them they confinue to do so. . ..

As to “intimidation,” it is a serious mistake to iagine this exclusively a Dem-
ocratic proceeding in the South. K has been practiced in the last three years quite
as much, and even more rigorously, by the Republicans. The negroes axe the most

C Nordhotf, The Cotfon States in the Spring and Summer of 1875 (New York:
DA o & Co, 1876).

savage intimidators of ali Tn mary localifies which T visited, it was as much as a
negro’s life was worth to vote the Democrasic ticket. . ~That there has also been
Democratic intimidation is undeniable; but it does not belong to the Southern Re-
publicans tc complain of it.

Wherever one of these States has fallen under the control of Democrats, this
has been followed by important financial reforms; economy of administration; and
... by the restoration of peace and good-will. . ..

The misconduct of the Republican rulexs in all these States has driven out of
their party the great mass of the white people, the property-owners, tax-payers,
and persons of intelligence and honesty. At first a considerable proportion of
these were ranged on the Republican side. Now . .. the Republican party consists
almost exclusively of the negroes and the Federal office-holders. . ..

Thus has been perpetuated what is called the “coler-line” in politics, the
Dermocratic party being composed of the great mass of the whites, including al-
most the entire body of those who own property, pay taxes, of have intelligence;
while the Republican party is composed almost altogether of the negroes, who
are, as a body, illiterate, without property, and easily misied by appeals to their
fears, and to their gratitude to “General Grand,” who is to them the embodiment
of the Federal power.

This division of political parties on the race or color-line has been a great
calamity to the Southern States.

It had its origin in the refusal of the Southern whites, aftex the war, to recog-
nize the equal political rights of the blacks; and their atternpts, in State legisla-
tures, to pass laws hostile to them. This folly has been bitterly regretted by the
wiser men in the South. . . .

The color-line is maintained mostly by Republicen politicians, but they are
helped by a part of the Democratic politicians, who see their advantage in having
the white vote massed upon their side. . .. .

Inevitably in such cases there must be a feeling of hostility by the whites to-
ward the blacks, and it is an evidence of the good nature of the mass of whites
that, in the main, they conduct themselves toward the blacks kindly and justly
They concentrate their dislike upon the men who have misled and now misust
the black vote, and this I can not call unjust. It is commonly said, “The negroes
are 7ot to blame; they do not know any better.”

On the other hand, as the feeling is intense, it is often undiscriminating, anc
includes the just with the unjust among the Republicans. . . . Tit] will last just &
long as the color-line is maintained, and as long as Republicans maintain them
selves in power by the help of the black vote, and by Federal influence. . ..

There was, in those Southern States which [ have visited, for some years afte
the war and up to the year 1868, or in some cases 1870, much disorder, and :
condition of lawlessness toward the blacks — a disposition . . . to rample them un
derfoot, to deny their equal rights, and to injure or kill them on slight or no prove
cations. The tremendous change in the social arrangemendts of the Southern State
required time as well as Jaws and force to be accepted. The Southern whites has
suffered a defeat which was sore %0 beaz, and on top of this they saw their slaves -
their most valuable and cherished property — taken away and made free, and nc
only free, but their political equals. One needs to go into the far South to know wha
this really meant, and what deep resentment and irritation it inevitably bred. . ..

1 believe that fhere was, during some vears, a necessity for the interference ¢
the Federal power to repress disorders and crimes whic’ _gtherwise hav



spread, ax.. -ed, perhaps, irretrievable blows on society itseif. But, after all, I
am persuade.. ..me was the great and real healer of disorders, as well as differ-
ences. We of the North do not always remember that even in the farthest South
there were large property interests, important industries, many elements of civi-
lization which can not bear long-continued disorders; and, moreover, that the
men of the South are Americans, like ourselves, having, by nature or long train-
ing alove of order and permanence, and certain, therefore, to reconstitute society
upon the new basis prescribed to them, and to do it by their own efforts, so scon
as they were made to feel that the new order of things was inevitable. . ..

No thoughtful man can examine the history of the last ten years in the South,
as he may hear it on the spot and from both parties, without being convinced that
it was absolutely necessary to the security of the blacks, and the permanent peace
of the Southern communities, to give the negro, ignorant, poox, and helpless as
he was, every political right and privilege which any other citizen enjoys. That he
should vote and that he should be capable of holding office was necessary, I am

persuaded, to make him perscnally secure, and, what is of more importance, to
conwvert him from a freedman Into a free man.

That he has not always conducted himself weli in the exercise of his political.

rights is perfectly and lamentably true; but this is less his fault than that of the
bad white men who introduced him to political life. But, on the other hand, the
vote has given him what nothing else could give — a substantive existence; it has
made him a part of the State. . ..

General manhood suffrage is undoubtedly a danger to a community where,
as in these States, the entire body of ignorance and poverty has been massed by
adroit politicians upcn one side. . ..

But the moment the color-line is broken, the conditions of the problem are
essentiaily changed. Brains and honesty have once more a chance to come to the
top. The negro, whose vote will be important to both parties, will find security in
that fact. No politician will be so silly as to encroach upon his rights, or allow his
opponents to do so; and the black man appears fo me to have a sense of re-
spectability which will prevent him, unencouraged by demagogues, from trying
to force himself into positions for which he is unfit. He will have his fair chance,
and he has no right to more.

Whenever the Federal interference in all its shapes ceases, it will be found, I
believe, that the niegroes will not at first cast a full vote; take away petty Federal
“organizers,” and the negro, left face to face with the white man, hearing both
sides for the first time; knowing by experience, as he will presenily, that the Dem-
ocrat is not a monster, and that a Democratic victory does not mean his reenslave-
ment, wiil lose much of his interest in elections. . . .

Of course, as soon as parties are re~agranged on a scund and natural basis,
the negro vote will re-appear; for the leaders of each party, the Whig or Republi-
can and the Democrat, will do their utmost to get tus vote, and therein will be the
absolute security of the black man. I believe, however, that for many years to
come, until a new generation arrives at manthood perhaps, and, at any rate, until
the black man becomes generally an independent farmer, he will be largely influ-
enced in his political affiliations by the white. He wilt vote as his employer, or the
planter from whom he rents land, or the white man whom he most trusts, and
with whom, perhaps, he deposits his savings, tells him is best for his owrn inter-
est. .. . But, at any rate, he will vote or not, as he pleases. And it is far better for
him that e should act under such influences than that his vote should be massed

i , 1 the white people to acl \@ Qurposes
. ' against the property and intelligence of peop

of unscrupulous demagogues. . .. -
These are my conclusions concerning those Southern States eidr, . have
seen. If they are unfavorable to the Republican rule there, 1 am sorry for it.

QUESTIONS FOR READING AND DNSCUSSION - |

1. What did Nordhoff mean by observing that Southern Swnmm accept the mHEM
tion”? What “fair chance” did they. “have a right to ask of” Northerners, an
why had Northerners greatly failed” to grant i? -

2 Nordhoff criticized southern Republicans as *unfair and uraeasonable V£
To what standards had they failed to conform? .

3. To what extent, according to Nordhoff, were “negroes . . . the .H.Domﬁ savage MH.,T
timidators of all”? What were the consequences of Republican .d&m. in ‘c.m M
Seuth? Did Nordhoff believe Reconstruction was necessary and justifiable?
Why? o

4. H.Moh.q did Nordhoff believe order could be established int the South? In ?:W owﬂ-
ion, what would happen to black voters when home rule was established in
the South?

Co
1. How

RATIVE QUESTIONS I :

e views of former slaves expressed by white gpmmwmmmwwmgm in ﬂwﬂﬂ
state’s blacktsde differ from those of the Black Ooﬂwmﬂﬂ.om_.ks ?Hmdmﬂw . Ho|
what extent do th o documents express noﬂﬂmmﬁﬂ,m\m%ﬂnmﬁcw_ﬂm o | nmm-
dom? To what extent ey contrast with J."Tm Bﬂﬂﬂqﬁmm of freedom docu
mented in the m@qmaﬁmmﬂ,,%/@g the Owd.mwgm\mmnowmml .

2. To what extent do Nordhoff's obsezyations ugtity the Klan's ntme,mﬁ of ﬂm.w.ﬂ
ror against black Republicans like HalRRJg~vhat extent &M Nordhofi's conc
sions endorse the activities of Hill and,eth® epublicans’ A |

3. In what ways do Nordhoff's congldsions about mocn.% Q&mﬂ from ﬁwﬂwwmwww
black and white Southerners s the other documentagn this chapter?
explains the differences? . I

4. Documents in this chafter provide evidence that Reconstruchn @uoHoEp M
challenged fundgeriental assumptions ameng Northerners m.DQ _Tmuaﬁ)wﬂﬂm.
whites and blefks. Judging from these documents, what mmmcgw.sw m, mnms-
challenged; and how, if at all, did those assumptions change during
mﬂmn@@%@
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